
FRIENDS
Brian Capstick interviewed by Gerdien Verschoor
The British lawyer Professor Brian Capstick is the founder of a large law firm specializing in healthcare related work, and 

also the founder of Datix, a London company specializing in software for health organizations. He also established an 

academic society that is now part of the Royal Society of Medicine. 

 

 

Professor Capstick generously provided financial support for the RKD’s Segal Project, a major project that transferred Dr 

Sam Segal’s substantial archive of information about still lifes to the RKD, including the addition of approximately 30,000 

still lifes to the RKDimages database. Capstick has been a CODART Patron since 2013.

A number of works from the Capstick Collection were featured in the 2012 Bijbels Museum exhibition, Geloof in natuur. 

Bloemen van betekenis (Belief in nature. Flowers with a message), which was accompanied by an exhibition catalogue by 

Dr Segal.

You studied history and physics at the University of Lancaster and made a career in healthcare law 
and software. That seems very far away from the world of art history, not to mention Dutch and 
Flemish flower still lifes. Would you please tell us how you went from healthcare to flowers?
As a student of physics, I was very aware that science, on the whole, gets better over time. Our understanding increases and 

so do the techniques that we use to understand and manipulate the world. I have also built up two innovative businesses and 

they follow the same pattern of growing more powerful over time. I was therefore interested in building an art collection that 
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